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setting a precedent for official SinoJapanese exchanges after the end of
the War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression.
Although Ichiro Hatoyama did not
realize the dream of seeing relations
between the two neighbors normalized, his son, Iichiro Hatoyama,
made an important contribution to
it.
When he was Japanese foreign
minister in the 1970s, he was responsible for the negotiations that led to
the signing of the China-Japan Peace
and Friendship Treaty in 1978.
To help restore damaged ties, in
1974 Iichiro Hatoyama built up a
cooperative project with the ChinaJapan Friendship Association, a Chinese organization formed in 1963
at the urging of Zhou to foster civil
relations between the two countries.
The project saw Iichiro Hatoyama send three batches of youths to
China as “China-Japan Friendship
envoys”, and also receive Chinese
youth representatives sent to visit
Japan.
More than a million Chinese and
Japanese youths have taken part
in such exchanges in the past four
decades.
In 1981, Iichiro Hatoyama also
launched the ﬁrst technical trainee
exchange program with China. Hundreds of Chinese trainees arrived in
Japan that year, to be placed with
many well-known Japanese companies including Panasonic and Toyota.
Sending trainees to Japan was an
extremely important part of SinoJapanese exchanges and brought
benefits to both sides. It not only
cultivated the technical talent much
needed by China, which was then at
the beginning of reform and opening-up, but also helped make up for
a shortage of Japanese labor.
In 1982, Iichiro Hatoyama was
invited to Beijing to attend activities
celebrating the 10th anniversary of
the normalization of Sino-Japanese
diplomatic relations.
Fourteen years later, his son, Yukio
Hatoyama, was elected leader of the
Democratic Party of Japan.
Just months after his election, he
visited China for what he described
to Chinese officials as an “icebreaking” trip. He said his party would
have a correct view of Japan’s past,
and that resolving political mistrust
was the ﬁrst step toward improving
China-Japan relations.
In 2013, three years after stepping
down as Japanese prime minister,
Yukio Hatoyama paid his ﬁrst visit
to Nanjing, the capital of eastern
China’s Jiangsu province. At the end
of a visit to the memorial hall dedicated to the 300,000 people killed in
the city by the Japanese army from
December 1937 to January 1938,
he bowed deeply and said the conduct of the Japanese troops was not
acceptable.
“I apologize for the crimes that
Japanese soldiers committed during
wartime, and I sincerely hope this

Hatoyama meets students at Xi’an Jiaotong University in Xi’an, Northwest China’s Shaanxi province, after delivering a
speech on April 7, 2016. ZHANG JIE / FOR CHINA DAILY

“I think Japan
can learn and
cooperate with
China, because our
neighbor has just
had a huge success
in development in
the past decades.”
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tragedy will not be repeated,” he said,
adding that Japan must keep apologizing until it receives forgiveness.
On another visit to Nanjing, in
September this year, Yukio Hatoyama and his wife, Miyuki, closed their
eyes and put their palms together to
send prayers in front of the memorial wall listing the names of those
massacred in Nanjing.
It was Yukio Hatoyama’s 13th visit
to China this year.
His trips to China have incensed
right-wing Japanese politicians, who
have painted him as an “alien”. But
during decades of ups and downs
in China-Japan relations, Yukio
Hatoyama’s stance has provided a
change of tone, winning praise from
the Chinese public.
He said he believes the ChinaJapan relationship ranks among
each country’s most important bilateral ties, and that reducing political
mistrust is his ﬁrst step in refueling
the relationship.
The second, he said, is to tackle the
issues that both Japan and China are
facing. By doing so, both countries
could learn from the other’s experience.
In the past 10 years, most of Yukio
Hatoyama’s trips to China have centered around planting trees. In April,
on his 29th tree-planting trip, Yukio
Hatoyama and hundreds of students
from Japan and China planted trees
in Baoji, Northwest China’s Shaanxi
province, and Chaoyang, Northeast
China’s Liaoning province.
He came up with the idea of
planting trees in China in 2007. As
president of the Yuai Association, a
nonproﬁt organization encouraging

fraternity, Yukio Hatoyama proposed
the formation of a group of Japanese
youths who would visit China and
plant trees together.
When he took part in a tree planting activity in Jinzhou, Liaoning, in
2014, he agreed with local officials to
plant 10 trees. But he ran out of time
and only planted seven. He promised the city government he would
return to plant the three remaining
the next year.
Since then, he has made a habit of
keeping a few trees unplanted, “in
order to have a reason to come back
to China next time”.
“Trees represent hope; youth represents hope,” he said, adding that
the two governments could start
their cooperation in the ﬁeld of environmental protection, including preventing global warming, desertiﬁcation and air pollution.
“If China and Japan can work
together to tackle difficulties that the
two sides are both facing, the hearts
of the two peoples will be naturally
linked together,” he said.
Yukio Hatoyama said that idea
first sprang to mind on a visit to
China in the 1990s. He said China
impressed him then, because it was
undertaking a project — the reform
and opening-up launched in 1978 —
that was changing the lives of more
than a billion people.
“I felt at that time that a country
with such a vast territory and rich
natural resources must hold (much
promise),” he said. “China had just
started its reform and opening-up
policy then and the Chinese people
all had a strong drive to pursue a
better life.”

During China’s 40 years of reform
and opening-up, Japan has played an
important role as China’s economic
partner. But Yukio Hatoyama said he
believed more frequent civil interactions between the two neighbors,
separated by just a narrow strip of
water, will be beneﬁcial to the prosperity and stability of Asia and the
world.
He said “development for the people, by the people and to the beneﬁt
of the people” is the fundamental
purpose of China’s reform and opening-up and its modernization drive.
Now China is the world’s secondlargest economy, and its stable development is continuing. As a frequent
visitor to China, he said he hoped
Japan can also learn from China’s
development experience.
What has impressed Yukio
Hatoyama most is the economic and
social development in China’s rural
areas, including the steady increase
in farmers’ incomes, the modernization of agricultural production facilities, the continued development of
agricultural technology, the remarkable improvement in the quality of
agricultural products, the enhancement of educational facilities, and
the urbanization of villages.
Over 40 years of China’s reform
and opening-up, 700 million Chinese
people have been lifted out of poverty, he said, adding that China has
also become one of the ﬁrst countries
to reach the UN’s millennium development goals.
Meanwhile, China’s stable development and its expanding overseas
direct investment have been providing great trade opportunities to
other countries.
“Just as an old Japanese saying
goes, ‘The better yields the rice
shoots have, the lower they bow
their heads.’ And that is how China,
a country with a population of more
than 1.3 billion, deals with things
(by keeping its head down),” Yukio
Hatoyama said.
“Now that Japan is facing various
social challenges — including low
economic growth, a low birthrate,
and an aging population — I think
Japan can learn and cooperate with
China, because our neighbor has just
had a huge success in development
in the past decades.”
As a member of the international
advisory panel of the China-initiated Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank, he said it is “unnatural” that
Japan has not yet joined the AIIB,
and urged the two countries to
enhance cooperation for the sake of
peace and development in Asia.
“China is promoting co-development with neighboring countries
with initiatives such as the Belt and
Road Initiative,” he said. “I hope
Japan will not exclude itself from
such programs but adopt cooperative policies in order to grab the
chances to develop together.”
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