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wakku, Sri Lanka’s ambassador to
China, said in early October that “If
anybody is saying that the Chinese
government gave its money to put
Sri Lanka into a ‘debt trap’, I don’t
agree with that. It’s an absolutely
wrong conclusion”. The ambassador
clariﬁed that the security of Hambantota Port is entirely a matter for
Sri Lankan security forces. Unfortunately in the US’ geopolitical mindset, a country is an ally or a rival,
there is no other option.
Instabilities and uncertainties are
currently the main threats to world
peace. To tell threats from efforts to
promote world peace, we need to
tell behavior that creates conﬂicts
from safeguarding stability. The
Belt and Road Initiative accused
by the US of being a scheme with
“geopolitical intent” has attracted
103 countries and international
organizations to sign 118 cooperation agreements under the Belt and
Road framework with China. The
initiative, together with its core
concepts, has been incorporated
into outcome documents of important international mechanisms
such as the United Nations, G20,
Asia-Paciﬁc Economic Cooperation, and Shanghai Cooperation
Organization. It is in fact a “chorus”
beyond zero-sum mentality in the
spirit of “peaceful cooperation,
openness and inclusiveness, mutual
learning, mutual beneﬁt and winwin results”, fundamentally different from the concept of geopolitical
expansion.
China is committed to safeguarding peace and security and promoting global peace and stability
through its own development and
prosperity. China is the UN Security
Council permanent member that
dispatches the most peace-keeping
troops, and it advocates and is
committed to the Five Principles of
Peaceful Co-existence. Till the ﬁrst
half of 2017, China had dispatched
35,000 peace-keeping military personnel who participated in 24 UN
peace-keeping missions, and it has
been praised as a “key factor and
key force of peace-keeping” by the
international community. China
has never waged a war for the sake
of oil or resources, nor has it used
languages such as “evil” “loser” or
“shithole” that are of no use except
for triggering conﬂicts to attack
other countries.
Domestically speaking, China is
among the main economies with
the best public security. According
to a survey by Gallop’s 2018 Global
Law and Order Report, China
ranks among the top 10 safe tourist
destinations globally, and among
them it is the only main economy.
The US, however, suffers from a
woeful domestic security situation.
Statistics show that from 2014 to
2017, deaths and injuries from gun
crimes in the country have risen
annually by 5 percent. In 2017
alone, the number reached 61,813,
of which 15,637 people have died.
On average, 170 people were killed
or injured as a result of gun crimes
every day in the US.
As the self-appointed global sher-
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iff, the US should have seen peacekeeping as its greatest responsibility, but it has all along been waging
wars in the name of “safeguarding
world peace”. Since World War II,
the US has started or participated
in more than 30 wars. Its bellicosity
has brought disasters for the world
and even for its own people.
The Iraq War launched by the US
caused the deaths of 655,000 Iraqi
people and 2,765 American soldiers
from 2003 to 2012, leaving over
20,000 American soldiers injured
or maimed. The US has meddled in
the chaos in Syria, displacing large
numbers of people. Till August
2018, there have been 5.6 million
Syrian refugees registered by the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. The crisis has
created profound implications for
the whole world. The Afghanistan
War started by the US in 2001 has
caused over 300,000 deaths and
injuries, and is still a “bleeding
wound” today.
New factors including economic
security have become vital parts
of global peace. Lower trade barriers work to enhance cooperation
and foster economic stability. An
increasingly open China has never
initiated trade conﬂicts and has

fully fulﬁlled its promises upon
joining the World Trade Organization. China has also increased assistance to developing WTO members,
especially the least developed countries, to close the development gap
between the South and the North.
By March 2018, it had implemented
zero-tariff policies on 97 percent
tax items from 36 least developed
countries with diplomatic relations
with China. This year, China has
again declared that it will expand
openness and widen market access,
while speeding up all-sector openness in services, the ﬁnance industry in particular.
On the other side of the world,
however, the US in the name of
“reciprocal openness” abuses
“national security” and set up the
Committee on Foreign Investment
in the United States that includes
members from several government
departments such as intelligence
organs, constantly expanding its
coverage and making “national
security” a tool to block foreign companies trying to enter its market.
In 2017 alone, CFIUS blocked
more than 20 foreign companies
from entering the US market in
the name of “national security”,
over half of which were Chinese

companies. Both the US and China
are WTO members, so economic
and trade issues between them
should be resolved within the
WTO framework. But the US has
arbitrarily dealt with trade frictions
with China according to its domestic laws despite the WTO’s dispute
settlement mechanism. This deviates from the basic principles of the
WTO and runs against its obligations for tariff concession and mostfavored-nation treatment. The US
president even threatened China
by saying, “if China takes vindictive
actions against our farmers or other industries, we will immediately
take a third step: imposing customs
on an extra $267 billion of imports
from China”. This is exactly the
modern example of the saying “one
may steal a horse while another
may not look over the hedge”.

China safeguards
rather than breaks the
international order

The US often accuses China of
“not obeying international rules”
and slanders China’s role in the
international community, calling
it a revisionist state. Many things
China does are labeled actions that
“break international rules.”

The fact is, however, China has
directly participated in building the
post-World War II global order as a
founding member of the UN. China’s
representative Dong Biwu was the
ﬁrst to sign the UN Charter. Since
it took its lawful seat in the UN and
all its affiliated organizations in
1971, China has continually joined
international organizations. Currently, China has joined more than
400 multilateral agreements, all UN
organizations and about 90 percent
of inter-governmental ones, fully
involved in the current global order.
According to the Yearbook of
International Organizations 201718, China’s participation rate in
international organizations, the
fastest growing among the main
economies, is rapidly nearing those
of France and Germany. Many studies have concluded that China has
been fully integrated into the international system and it stands as a
steadfast upholder of and contributor to the global order.
More and more countries expect
China to play a greater role in global governance. In recent years, China has proposed the Belt and Road
Initiative in the spirit of achieving
shared growth through consultation and collaboration and started
the Asia Infrastructure Investment
Bank, which is conducive to the
current global order.
China has also hosted major
events such as the APEC Economic
Leaders’ Meeting, G20 Hangzhou
Summit, ﬁrst Belt and Road Forum
for International Cooperation, and
the ninth BRICS Summit. It has
reiterated the concept of deepening
reform and expanding opening-up
and welcomed other countries to
take a ride on China’s development.
It has been well received by the
international community. China’s
circle of friends keeps expanding.
The US as the leader in global
order after WWII, on contrary, now
keeps breaking the global order
by “exiting”, threatening to exit, or
even “disbanding organizations”.
For example, it has withdrawn from
Paris Agreement against climate
change, United Nations Human
Rights Council, UNESCO, Global
Compact on Migration, and the
Iran nuclear deal. The G7 led by the
US used to play an important role
in global governance. Nowadays,
however, internal rifts have become
its focus. Besides, the US intends to
reshore industries such as automobile manufacturing, and iron and
steel that enjoy a well-established
global order, sending shocks
through the EU and Japan. It is China that is safeguarding the global
order, and the US is the spoiler.
Unilateralism and a zero-sum
mentality have no future. However
the world may change, China will
stay steadfastly with the international community and remain
devoted to building a new type of
international relations, a community with a shared future for mankind
and make greater contributions to
the progress of mankind.
The author is a commentator with
People’s Daily.

