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West distorting reality of Xinjiang

W

hen it comes to the
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region, it seems
that two exist: One is
the reality; the other is the one portrayed in some Western media.
The allegations they make to
present their false picture of the
region are aimed at smearing the
Chinese government. These are
nothing new and indeed are now
somewhat stale, as they have been
used for this purpose many times
before. It has become routine
practice for the West to take issue
with this or that in China’s national
and religious affairs to portray an

authoritarian system that denies
people’s liberties.
A double standard is put into
service to serve this end — China,
critics in the West say, only imagines it faces a terrorist threat, and it
is just Western countries that face
the real threat of violence born of
extremism.
Thus US Vice-President Mike
Pence said in his recent speech that
China is engaged in “religious persecution” and the illegal imprisonment and brainwashing of Muslims
in Xinjiang, in what some Western
media have called “concentration
camps”.

Yet the reality is many young
Muslims, especially in the four less
developed areas in the southern
part of the region, lack education
and skills, which makes them
vulnerable to the extremist propaganda promoted from overseas.
The reality is the “government
camps” Pence spoke of are places
where young people who have committed minor crimes and who may
be otherwise led into terrorist acts
can master the national language,
gain knowledge of the law and
acquire professional skills.
With the fall of the Islamic State,
terrorists have been keen to spread

their poisonous ideology to the
region, and the government has
every reason to act to prevent their
evil inﬂuence from spreading and
taking hold.
In fact, its innovative vocational
training initiative in Xinjiang
should be welcomed by the West as
a meaningful contribution to the
global ﬁght against terrorism.
That Xinjiang has not suffered
a violent attack in 21 consecutive
months is partially attributable to
the well functioning of the system
that offers a better future to young
people.
Last year, Xinjiang’s economy

grew by 7.6 percent, markedly
higher than the national average of
6.8 percent, and tourists from home
and abroad paid 132 million trips to
the region, up 40 percent year-onyear. These statistics speak volumes
about the social order in Xinjiang
and the government’s efforts to
steer those at risk of being misled
by extremism onto a law-abiding
path. Such efforts have turned
potential destroyers into builders.
The people of Xinjiang, who are
of many ethnic groups, will deﬁnitely not allow a handful of bad
apples to hijack the bright future of
their common home.

View China’s role in the world fairly
By ZHONG XUANLI

W

hat has China’s development brought to
the world? It’s not
a difficult question,
but the United States has recently
answered it in an absurd way. Some
American observers think that
what has come with a rising China
are economic aggression, geopolitical expansion and damaged
international rules. This is now
taken as the official line of the US
government. US President Donald
Trump said on Sept 17 that Chinese
practices “plainly constitute a grave
threat to the long-term health and
prosperity of the United States
economy”. On Oct 4, Vice-President
Mike Pence attributed China’s economic success largely to “American
investment in China”, saying the US
rebuilt China over the last 25 years.
But that is not true.

Driver of global growth, not
economic aggressor

In his speech, Pence accused
China of carrying out “economic
aggression”, saying China has used
“an arsenal of policies inconsistent
with free and fair trade” that “have
built Beijing’s manufacturing base,
at the expense of its competitors
— especially the United States of
America”. He alleged that these
actions of China have contributed
to the huge trade deﬁcit with the
US and urged China to change the
“unfair” practices.
But trade is a two-way activity
based on mutual agreement. China

has never sought to buy from or
sell to the US by force, neither has
it eyed a trade surplus only. According to the UN statistics, the US
exported $129.89 billion worth of
goods to China in 2017, an increase
of 577 percent compared with 2001,
much higher than the 112 percent
rise in US global exports over
the same period. This happened
against the backdrop of tight US
restrictions on the types of goods
exported to China, especially on
high-tech products.
In that sense, a slight easing
of the restrictions would reduce
the US trade deﬁcit signiﬁcantly.
According to a study by the Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace in April 2017, if the US were
to liberalize its export barriers
against China to the same level as
those applicable to Brazil, the USChina trade deﬁcit would be narrowed by up to 24 percent.
Similarly, should the US adjust
its export barriers against China
according to those applicable to
France, its trade deﬁcit with China
would decrease by as much as
34 percent. Obviously the US has
witnessed such a high trade deﬁcit
because it doesn’t want to sell products to China, not the other way
around.
The service trade between
China and the US also needs to
be counted in. US statistics show
that from 2007 to 2017, US service
exports to China grew by 3.4 times
from $13.14 billion to $57.63 billion,
while its service exports to other
countries and regions increased by

1.8 times. The US surplus with China in services multiplied by a factor
of $30 billion to $40.2 billion.
The gains and losses of ChinaUS trade, being part of economic
globalization, should be calculated
from a global perspective. Over the
past decades the US has moved its
manufacturing industry such as
processing and assembly to other
parts of the world while keeping
services such as design and marketing. China, being the largest
receiver of international industrial
relocation, has a large part of its
exported goods actually produced
by multinational companies from
countries such as the US. In the value chain, multinational companies
take the majority of proﬁts while
Chinese ones only take a tiny share
for their processing payment.
With dynamic development,
China has become an important
engine for international economic
growth. China’s contribution to
world economic growth has stayed
around 30 percent since 2013, topping other countries, and reached
34.6 percent in 2017, twice that of
the US.
China’s development has also created a larger market for the world.
From 2001 to 2017, China’s imports
of goods grew at an average rate
of 13.5 percent, twice that of the
world’s average. In the same period
China’s service imports rose by 16.7
percent on average, 2.7 times that
of the international average. From
2011 to 2017, the share of China’s
total imports of goods and services
in the world’s total increased from

8.4 percent to 10.1 percent, while
that of the US dropped by 0.5 percentage point in the same period.
China is also an important creator of jobs worldwide. So far it
has set up more than 80 overseas
economic and trade cooperation
zones in countries along the Belt
and Road routes, creating about
244,000 local jobs. And, according
to Ernst& Young, China created
over 130,000 jobs in Africa from
2005 to 2016, more than three
times the number of jobs created
by the US. And a study by the
International Labour Organization
released in 2017 found that between
1990 and 2016, at least 1.8 million
jobs were created as a result of
China’s trade, investment and infrastructure projects in Latin America
and the Caribbean.
Some Americans allege that
China has stolen American jobs
because some American factories
were relocated to China. Yet this
allegation doesn’t hold water. A
report by the US-China Business
Council released in early 2017 said
the bilateral trade relationship
actually supported roughly 2.6 million jobs in the US. And the US has
lost more than 7 million factory
jobs since manufacturing employment peaked in 1979, with 88 percent of the lost jobs taken by robots
and other homegrown factors that
reduce factories’ need for human
labor, according to a 2015 study by
Ball State University’s Center for
Business and Economic Research.
Where to set up factories is decided
by US companies on proﬁt-driven

consideration, not by China.
It’s fair to say that China has not
been an aggressor in its development, but a contributor to the
world and a strong supporter
of the UN Millennium Development Goals and 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. It has
demonstrated a new path toward
modernization for developing countries that are home to more than
80 percent of global population,
and provided an option never seen
before for countries that want both
development and independence.
Raphael Tuju, secretary-general of
the ruling Jubilee Party of Kenya,
said that China’s achievement has
no precedent in the history of mankind and gives African people “a
ﬂicker of hope and light at the end
of the tunnel”.
China’s development achievement is not driven by American
investment, but the diligence and
hard work of 1.3 billion Chinese
people. Even in terms of investment, the US is not the largest
investor in China. Since the 1980s,
US investment has accounted for
just 7-10 percent of foreign investment in China, while it has in
return earned handsome proﬁts.

Builder of world peace that
does not seek geopolitical
expansion
The US has accused China of
conducting “debt diplomacy” to
expand its inﬂuence, and Pence
speciﬁcally referred to Sri Lanka.
However, Karunasena Koditu-
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