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Editor’s note: This year marks China’s 40 years of reforms and opening-up. China Daily
Asia Weekly asks two Nepali leaders for their views on this momentous event.

Setting a global example
Nepalese envoy commends China’s role on the world stage as an advocate for balanced and sustainable development
Q&A | LEELA MANI
PAUDYAL
What three words best describe
the past 40 years of reform and
opening-up in China?
Unprecedented, commendable
and innovative.
How did the influences and contributions of China’s 40 years of
reform and opening-up impact
the country’s development?
It has brought in very big changes
in the Chinese economy and Chinese life. Bringing 700 million people out of poverty and substantially
improving the living conditions of
1.3 billion (almost one-ﬁfth of the
global population) is not an easy
task.
How has China influenced and
contributed to the world’s development during this time?
China is now a global player,
whether it is in the economy or in
regional peace and development.
It is the largest tourist-generating
country, the largest manufacturing
powerhouse, a major country for
outbound foreign direct investment,
and a lead innovator in key technologies like railway transportation, the
sharing economy and online platforms.

China is a major partner for providing assistance to the developing
world, a key stabilizer of the global
economy during the economic crisis
of the late 1990s and the 2007-08
economic recession, as well as an
important campaigner for global
environmental protection.
The country is also a key player
and advocate of the peaceful resolution of global conﬂicts, a 30 percent contributor to global economic
growth, and more than that, a key
proponent of making global growth
more balanced, just, harmonious
and sustainable.
How have China’s achievements
over the last four decades influenced and contributed to the
common man around the world?
First, countries like Nepal beneﬁt
from goods of convenience becoming more affordable. Of course, concerns are that inefficient production
units at home are being displaced,
but the poor can now have essential
items once considered a luxury —
like jackets in winter, for example.
Second, the increased amount of
China’s development assistance and
foreign direct investment has a tremendous contribution on the socioeconomic development of Nepal.
Chinese development assistance
has helped improve public health,

Leela Mani Paudyal,
Ambassador of Nepal to China.

education and transportation, (Chinese) investment has created jobs,
and (Chinese) tourism has created
economic activities.
Its great contribution countered
the global economic distress by stimulating and creating opportunities in
depression-hit economies.
Also worth commending are China’s achievements in poverty reduction. These help uplift the global
poverty-reduction initiative by providing a glaring example for other
countries in how to eradicate poverty
— a menace to civilized society.
Who and what have you paid the
most attention to during China’s
40 years of reform and openingup?

Basically, the Chinese Communist
Party leaders are always in the limelight for how they drive such a huge
population toward stability, which
always draws my attention.
Nepal, being a geographically connected, true and age-old friend of
China, can’t afford any disturbances
to the stability and development of
China.
Therefore, we always seek strong
leadership in China — which is
sensitive to the concerns of smaller
friends around it — who can drive
and engage the world’s largest population in a constructive way and help
ease global conﬂicts.
We pay attention to how China’s
development can beneﬁt countries
like us, and how Chinese policies
help ﬁx global problems of inequality and civilizational clashes. What
I mean to say is that leaders in the
position and policies that have global
ramiﬁcations are always of my concern.
What do you want to know most
about China’s achievements over
the last 40 years?
How a socialist economy maintained a competitive environment
without major upheavals. The poverty-reduction initiative is a major
area of interest to me, and how to
replicate it in our own context. How

the private sector and public sector
both compete, not only internally
but also globally, is a mystery for me
to know from Chinese experience.
In what ways have China’s reform
and opening-up promoted ChinaAsia relations?
China has greatly contributed to
the socioeconomic advancement of
Asia. Whether we talk of the late
1990s economic recession in Southeast Asia or the economic distress
of 2007-08 in Northeast Asia, China
remained the key stabilizer.
Its outbound tourists are these
days the major economic backbone
of many Asian economies. China is
a market for many Asian countries,
particularly in Southeast and East
Asia, and China is a major player in
terms of foreign direct investment in
many Asian economies.
Countries like Nepal beneﬁt from
increased development assistance,
increased foreign direct investment,
increased tourists and an enhanced
level of cooperation in human
resource development, which
applies to many developing countries in Asia.
The Belt and Road Initiative has
also provided a platform for mutually beneficial cooperation, and it
can help make the 21st century a
truly Asian century.

Key to an interconnected world
Energy sector leader says China is bringing Asian countries closer together by fostering direct engagement
Q&A | SUJIT ACHARYA
What three words best describe
the past 40 years of reform and
opening-up in China?
Historic poverty alleviation.
How did the influences and contributions of China’s 40 years of
reform and opening-up impact
the country’s development?
The key contribution is that the
largest poverty alleviation goal in
the history of mankind has been
achieved by the reform measures
adopted by the Communist Party
of China.
Besides this, China’s reform has
catapulted the nation to becoming
a global power, fostered innovation and instilled a sense of much
deserved confidence and pride
among its citizens.

How has China influenced and
contributed to the world’s development during this time?
Poverty is the worst disease (albeit
man-made) a human being can suffer from — and China seems to have
found a cure. Hence this reform inﬂuences other nations to also emulate
such a successful reform model envisioned by China. Additionally, China’s reform is currently creating the
most interconnected world ever seen
(through its Belt and Road Initiative).
How have China’s achievements
over the last four decades influenced and contributed to the
common man around the world?
The key overlooked contribution
of China’s reform to the common
man is its ﬁrst-time access to daily
necessities at an affordable price.
The common man in the devel-

feather jacket to an elderly or sick
man in a cold developing country
would not have been accessible to
him if such items were not made
in China.

Sujit Acharya, founder, IDS Energy
and IDS Solar; chairperson, Energy
Development Council (Nepal).

oping world would not be able to
afford daily amenities for survival,
and increased life expectancy would
not have occurred without ‘Made
in China’ products. For example, an
affordable electric blanket or a warm

Who and what have you paid the
most attention to during China’s
40 years of reform and openingup?
I pay most attention to the Chinese
Communist Party’s unique drive over
four decades to ensure reform was
and is being achieved. Their ability to
repeatedly implement projects on or
before schedule makes them the most
successful government in the world.
What do you want to know most
about China’s achievements over
the last 40 years?
I am most interested to know how
such a large government is able to

ensure timely implementation of
projects.
In what ways have China’s reform
and opening-up promoted ChinaAsia relations?
China-Asia relations have been
promoted by the major projects of
interconnectivity that China has
envisioned — mainly the Belt and
Road Initiative. This interconnectivity will foster direct engagement
between not only Asian countries
and China, but also between various Asian countries themselves.
Therefore this deeper engagement
will bring Asian countries closer to
each other and reduce the chances
of misunderstanding. Additionally,
other Asian countries now understand that Asia is the center of the
world in terms of culture, market
and innovation.

