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New leaders elected
to top advisory body
CPPCC Standing Committee members vary in age, academic background
By LUO WANGSHU
luowangshu@chinadaily.com.cn

A

new leadership was elected
on March 14 to guide the
development of the top
political advisory body for
the next ﬁve years.
Wang Yang, who turns 63 this
month, was elected chairman of the
13th National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC), the top political advisory body.
Wang was elected at the fourth
plenary meeting of the ﬁrst session
of the 13th CPPCC National Committee. Twenty-four vice-chairs and
300 standing committee members
were also elected by more than 2,100
national political advisers.
Xia Baolong was elected secretarygeneral of the CPPCC National Committee.
Following tradition, the vicechairs include representatives of
non-Communist parties, former

chief executives of special administrative regions, leaders with ethnic
minority backgrounds and top officials of some other central organs.
The CPPCC serves as a key mechanism for multiparty cooperation
and political consultation under the
leadership of the Communist Party
of China and is a major element of
socialist democracy.
CPPCC members said they expect
the new leaders, who vary greatly
in age, academic background and
walk of life, will carry on the good
practices of their predecessors and
make the CPPCC a better platform
for socialist democratic consultation.
“The new leaders were elected
today with high votes in favor, which
shows the support from the national
political advisers,” said Qi Zhifeng, a
CPPCC National Committee member, also deputy director of the China
Association of Auctioneers.
“In a new era, the CPPCC should
play a better role in promoting con-

sultative democracy,” he said. “As
a new national political adviser,
I’ll follow my mission, do solid
research and submit high-quality
proposals.”
Wang Yili, another national political adviser and chairwoman of China
Energy Power Group, said she thinks
the new leadership will make the
CPPCC a better platform for socialist
democratic consultation and a hub
for good ideas. She said she believes
the new leaders will attach more
importance to improving people’s
livelihoods.
As scheduled, the first plenary
session of the 13th CPPCC National
Committee closed on March 15, but
the annual session of the top legislature — the National People’s Congress — will continue until March 20.
The country’s new president, vicepresident, cabinet, top judge and
prosecutor are expected to be elected
before the legislative session ends.
Xinhua contributed to this story.

Wang Yang (left), elected chairman of the 13th National Committee of the
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, shakes hands with Yu
Zhengsheng, chairman of the 12th CPPCC National Committee, on March 14.
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Xi calls for clean political ecology
President and Party general secretary tells lawmakers that leading officials should set an example, maintain good virtue
By AN BAIJIE
anbaijie@chinadaily.com.cn

President Xi Jinping called for the
building of a clean political environment and safeguarding the authority of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) Central Committee, of which
he is general secretary.
Xi made the remark on March
10 during a panel discussion with
lawmakers from Southwest China’s
Chongqing municipality in the Great
Hall of the People in Beijing.
Political ecology is similar to natural ecology because both can be polluted easily, and rehabilitation comes
at a high cost, Xi said.
Xi said a clean and upright political
ecology is essential to safeguarding
both the authority and the centralized, uniﬁed leadership of the Central
Committee — all of which are needed
urgently to ensure full and strict governance of the Party and represent a
vital guarantee in fulﬁlling reform

and development targets.
During the discussion, eight
National People’s Congress (NPC)
deputies delivered speeches on issues
including high-quality growth, environmental protection in the Yangtze
River region, innovation, Party building and Chinese traditional culture.
Zhang Xuan, head of the
Chongqing Municipal People’s
Congress, suggested in her speech
that the Party and government
officials should receive more judicial
training as part of the Central
Committee’s effort to advance the
rule of law. Xi noted her advice and
urged that it be implemented.
Leading officials should demonstrate leadership and set an example,
Xi said. He urged them to uphold the
rule of law, oppose the rule of man,
and exercise their duty within the
bounds of the Constitution and laws.
They were asked to abide by political rules and fully implement the
Party’s lines, principles and policies,

as well as the decisions of the Central
Committee.
Leading officials should also promote core socialist values and prevent a relapse of negative elements
in traditional values, he said.
Xi emphasized the need for three
virtues. First and foremost, he said,
is political virtue. Officials should
stand firm in their political ideals
and convictions, enhance Party consciousness and take clear positions
on key issues.
He said officials should also maintain good public virtue, committing
themselves to serving the people
wholeheartedly and delivering on the
promise to strive to meet the people’s
needs for a better life.
He went on to say that officials
should strictly guard individual virtue by refraining from corruption
and pleasure-seeking. He warned
that an official should keep both
himself and his whole family “clean”.
“Don’t let pillow talk lead you

down to corruption. Don’t let your
children engage in self-dealing using
your name. Don’t be dragged into
muddy water by people around you,”
Xi warned.
He said officials should strengthen their self-control, so as not to be
tempted by even the slightest proﬁt
and not to be confused amid all sorts
of seduction.
“Officials should never indulge
themselves, never cross the line, never break the rules, and improve their
immunity to corruption,” he said.
Other Chinese leaders — Li
Keqiang, Li Zhanshu and Zhao Leji
— also joined panel discussions with
NPC deputies.
Speaking to deputies from Northwest China’s Ningxia Hui autonomous region, Premier Li Keqiang
called for implementation of the
country’s “go west” strategy to
make the region an inland pioneer
in reform and opening-up. He also
asked the region to improve its busi-

ness environment by consistently
deepening reforms, improving living
standards and resolutely securing
victory in poverty alleviation.
Meeting with deputies from Yunnan province in the southwest, Li
Zhanshu, a member of the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau of
the CPC Central Committee, said he
hopes the province will build itself
into an exemplary region in promoting ethnic unity, progress and ecological development, as well as become
a center of opening up to South Asia
and Southeast Asia.
Joining deputies from Southwest
China’s Tibet autonomous region,
Zhao Leji, also a Standing Committee
member, said the campaign against
privilege-seeking should be continued.
He called for action against formality for its own sake, bureaucracy and
various kinds of misconduct, and for
keeping the pressure on problems of
personal conduct.

