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Tackling cyberthreats
in the Middle East
Capital eases rules
on foreign recruiters

rural China by 2020, according to a
guideline published on the ministry’s official website.
“The country will establish
records on each child’s education
situation in these areas as the basis
for targeted poverty alleviation
through ﬁnancial input and policy
support,” the guideline said.

Foreign headhunting companies
see opportunity and innovation in
newly announced policies in Beijing’s recruitment market and say
they expect the whole industry will
beneﬁt.
Foreign talent agencies can now
own up to 70 percent of a joint
venture registered in the Chinese
capital, up from 49 percent, Chen
Bei, a spokeswoman for the city’s
Human Resources and Social Security Bureau, said on Feb 27.
Also, a requirement has been
removed that foreign investors have
at least three years of experience in
the recruitment industry overseas
before entering the Beijing market.
“This is the most open policy in
China’s headhunting market and
will bring beneﬁts to both foreign
investors and Chinese companies
that are short on senior talent,”
Chen said.

Regulator takes control
of Anbang Insurance
Chinese regulators took control
of Anbang Insurance Group, a
private Chinese conglomerate best
known for acquiring the Waldorf
Astoria hotel in New York, on Feb
23 as its former chairman, Wu
Xiaohui, is being prosecuted for
economic crimes.
The China Insurance Regulatory Commission, the country’s top
insurance regulator, said in a statement that Anbang’s business operations have violated regulations and
laws, which could “seriously endanger” its solvency. Because of that,
the regulator took over the insurer
for one year to ensure normal business operations and to safeguard
the interests of insurance consumers, the statement said.
A team comprising members of
the commission and China’s central
bank, as well as banking, securities
and foreign-exchange regulators,
will manage Anbang’s day-to-day
business, the statement said.

Trump praises China’s
Peninsula peace efforts
US President Donald Trump
praised China on Feb 26 for its role
in working toward the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula.
Speaking to a group of US governors at the White House, Trump

Flu outbreaks could
come again in March

Wei Yiyi, a member of China’s peacekeeping police force in South Sudan, kisses his daughter, Wei Zixuan, at Hangzhou
Xiaoshan International Airport in Hangzhou, East China’s Zhejiang province, on Feb 27, after he finished a one-year
peacekeeping mission for the United Nations. HU YUANYONG / FOR CHINA DAILY

said he has great respect for President Xi Jinping.
“I think that President Xi is
unique. He’s helping us with North
Korea — who, by the way, wants to
talk, as of last night — you heard
that,” Trump said.
Kim Yong-chol, who headed the
Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea’s delegation at the closing
ceremony of the 2018 Winter Olympics in the Republic of Korea, said
on Feb 26 that his country is willing to have talks with the US, and
that the door for dialogue between
the two countries remains open,
according to the ROK’s Yonhap
News Agency.

Beijing tops list for
improved air quality
Beijing has emerged as the best
city in its region for air quality
improvements over the past four
months — a time when the capital
usually suffers its worst air pollution — according to the Ministry of
Environmental Protection.
From October to January, all 28
cities in the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei
region and surrounding areas saw
their air quality improve. Beijing
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topped the list, as its average concentration of PM2.5 decreased by
58.3 percent from the same period
year-on-year. PM2.5 refers to inhalable particulate matter with a
diameter of 2.5 micrometers or less
that is linked to health problems.
Shijiazhuang, in North China’s
Hebei province, came in second,
with a decrease of 52.4 percent.
There are, however, big differences between cities. Jining, in East
China’s Shandong province, saw
the smallest year-on-year decrease
— just 8.4 percent, according to the
ministry.

Express deliveries speed
to top spot worldwide
Growth during just the past
four years has led China to surpass developed economies such as
the United States and Japan and
rank ﬁrst globally in the number
of express packages delivered last
year, the State Post Bureau said on
Feb 27.
The bureau, which operates China Post, the national postal service,
said 40.06 billion express packages
were delivered in 2017, 33 times the
number in 2007. That equals an
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increase of 42 percent annually.
Ma Junsheng, head of the State
Post Bureau, said the express delivery industry generated about 500
billion yuan ($79 billion) in revenue
last year.
In rural areas alone, more than
10 billion packages were delivered
in 2017, Ma said at a policy brieﬁng
hosted by the State Council Information Office.

Target for 2020: No
child left behind
As China steps up its efforts to
eradicate extreme poverty through
allocating more educational
resources to poverty-stricken areas,
the goal is for no child in China
to be prevented from attending
school because of poverty by 2020,
the Ministry of Education said on
Feb 27.
New educational funds, programs and policies will support
places where extreme poverty
persists — including the Tibet
autonomous region, parts of the
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region
and the provinces of Sichuan, Yunnan and Gansu — to help markedly
elevate educational standards in

A new wave of ﬂu outbreaks may
occur in China in March, but it will
be not as serious as the one that hit
many parts of the country earlier
this winter, an official from the Chinese Center for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) said on Feb 27.
Judging from past experience,
smaller peaks of the ﬂu are likely
in March, triggered by the change
of seasons and heavy population
ﬂows after the traditional Chinese
New Year holiday, Dong Xiaoping,
director of the CDC’s global public
health center, said at a news conference.
“However, it is almost certain the
next peak will be smaller than the
ﬁrst,” he said.
China was hit by its worst ﬂu
epidemic in recent years this winter. More than 273,000 cases were
reported in January, including 56
deaths.

New air pollution
rules in the works
China is drafting tailored air pollution control measures for 28 cities
in the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region
as part of a national three-year
campaign, the top environmental
authority said on Feb 27.
A national research center with
1,500 scientists and other experts
has been established to study
the causes of air pollution and to
develop pollution control measures.
Meanwhile, 500 researchers have
been dispatched to the 28 cities to
conduct research and offer guidance for local air pollution-control
work, said He Kebin, dean of the
School of Environment at Tsinghua
University, at a news conference
organized by the Ministry of Environmental Protection.
He also said a detailed list has
been made of air pollution sources
at the county level in the 28 cities,
and more research will be done
before the ﬁnal tailored measures
are drafted.
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