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IT entrepreneur shares passion
for rental accommodation
the modern, touching on 13 genres
covering the entire ﬁeld of Sinology,
including ancient history and oracle bone inscriptions. He initiated
research on the Dunhuang Manuscripts (now known as Dunhuangology) and on Chaozhou Studies.
An asteroid — numbered 10017 —
was named after Jao in 2011, by the
International Astronomical Union
as a tribute to his contributions.
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record highs on the same trading
day, according to China Foreign
Exchange Trade System data.
“Most of the yuan’s strengthening against the US dollar has been
because of the general weakening
in the greenback,” said Louis Kuijs,
head of Asia economics at the
Oxford Economics think tank, who
expects the yuan’s exchange rate to
touch 6.32 per dollar by the end of
2018.

Li praises foreigners
for help in opening-up

Top judge urges action
on wrongful conviction
The country’s top judge said on
Feb 5 that courts across the country
must improve the quality of case
hearings and rulings to effectively
avoid wrongful convictions and better protect human rights.
“Courts at all levels nationwide
must learn from wrongful judgments to uphold justice and prevent innocent people from being
wrongfully convicted,” said Zhou
Qiang, president of the Supreme
People’s Court.
Zhou made the remarks at the
annual work conference of the top
court, highlighting the principles
of “no punishment for doubtful
incidents” and “excluding evidence
obtained illegally in handling criminal cases”.
“Each court must meet the
requirement to punish offenders
and free the innocent,” he said, urging courts to ﬁght crime and avoid
wrongful convictions by strengthening the quality of case hearings.

Qingdao seeks to
boost global cachet
Qingdao, a coastal city in East
China’s Shandong province, plans
to hire foreign employees in government departments and public
institutions starting this year, marking a major breakthrough in China’s
government personnel recruitment
and overseas talent initiative.
A guideline published by the
city’s human resources and social
security bureau on Feb 4 gave the
green light to State-owned enterprises and institutions, as well as
government departments under
the city’s administrative regions, to
recruit qualiﬁed foreigners in permanent or short-term job positions,
or hire them as technical directors
or consultants.
The guideline follows China’s top-

Children in traditional Manchurian costumes take photos of an etiquette instructor at a Manchu folk culture exhibition at
Jilin Provincial Museum in Changchun, Northeast China’s Jilin province, on Feb 5. A range of photos, cultural relics and folk
arts featuring the culture were displayed. ZHANG YAO / CHINA NEWS SERVICE

level policy on talent recruitment.
The 19th National Congress of the
Communist Party of China in October stated that talent is a strategic
resource for China.

Intelligent highway to
break ground by 2022
A super highway, extending
161 km, equipped with intelligent
transportation systems to support
autonomous vehicles, is expected
to break ground by 2022 in East
China’s Zhejiang province, the provincial transport authority said.
The highway, connecting Hangzhou, Shaoxing and Ningbo — three
relatively prosperous cities — is
designed to ease traffic congestion
on the highway linking Hangzhou
and Ningbo, and aims to reduce
travel time by a third to just 60
minutes.
“The ultimate goal is to realize a
top speed limit of 150 km/h, or even
eliminate speed limits, like on German highways,” said Ren Zhong,
deputy director of transport for
Zhejiang.
The intelligent highway system
will allow vehicles to freely ﬂow
past toll booths, which means drivers do not need to stop and charges
will be automatically billed, he said.
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Earthquake destroys
Taiwan tourist spot
Rescue workers pulled survivors
and bodies from buildings tilting
precariously in the Taiwan county
of Hualien on Feb 7 after an overnight earthquake killed at least
seven, injured more than 200 and
left dozens missing.
Emergency responders focused
on a 12-story apartment block and
a nearby hotel, both of which were
leaning dangerously after their
lower ﬂoors pancaked when the
6.5-magnitude quake hit the popular tourist county late on Feb 6.
Zhang Zhijun, head of the Taiwan Affairs Office of the State
Council, said the mainland was
willing to send rescue teams to
help.

Spring Festival to see
rise in domestic tourism
The domestic tourism market
expects a boom during the Spring
Festival break, with 385 million
domestic trips anticipated, up 12
percent from a year earlier, senior
officials said on Feb 6.
The government predicted the
travelers will spend up to 476 billion yuan ($75.3 billion) during
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Spring Festival, up by 12.5 percent
year-on-year.
“We found that the northerners
love to travel to the south for sunbathing while southerners want to
experience the snow in the north,”
said Wang Xiaofeng, vice-chairman
of the China National Tourism
Administration.
Wang noted two signiﬁcant
changes in people’s travel habits
this year, with 53.7 percent opting
for a do-it-yourself approach without relying on travel agencies. Half
of all tourists choose leisure activities as their top motivation rather
than shopping or sightseeing.

Leading Sinologist Jao
dies in Hong Kong
World renowned Sinologist Jao
Tsung-i passed away in Hong Kong
early on Feb 6. He was 101 years
old.
Premier Li Keqiang hailed him as
the “pride of Hong Kong” during a
meeting in Beijing in 2015.
Jao was born in Chaozhou, South
China’s Guangdong province, in
1917 and home-schooled in his
childhood. He arrived in Hong
Kong in 1949 and studied a broad
range of disciplines, spanning the
East and the West, the ancient and

China will continue with supplyside structural reform and produce
more appealing policies to attract
foreign professionals to work in
the country in an enhanced effort
at opening-up further in 2018, Premier Li Keqiang said on Feb 5.
“With our country’s door to the
world opening even wider, we will
produce more appealing policies
to attract foreign talents to work
in China and provide more convenience for your lives here,” Li told
a gathering of outstanding foreign
experts working in China.
Ten days ahead of Chinese New
Year, Li attended the annual event
in the Great Hall of the People to
send greetings and collect wisdom
from more than 60 scholars and
business leaders on achieving highquality development, smart manufacturing and improving the quality
of higher education.

Services sector spike
shows growth resilience
China’s services sector activity
expanded strongly in January, the
fastest pace in almost six years,
according to a major private survey. Analysts said the survey result
shows China’s growth remained
resilient at the start of this year.
The Caixin/Markit services Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI),
released on Feb 5, was 54.7 in January, up from 53.9 in December. It
was the highest reading since May
2012.
The reading is in line with the
official services business index,
which stood at 54.4 in January,
1 point higher than the previous
month. The 50 mark separates
growth from contraction.
The composite Caixin PMI, which
combines manufacturing and services indexes, was 53.7 in January,
up from 53 in December, the highest in seven years.

Pakistan:
The News International
6th Floor Al-Rehman Building
I.I Chundrigar Road, Karachi
Pakistan

Republic of Korea: Printed by JoongAng Ilbo,
88 Seosomun-ro, Jung-gu, Seoul, Korea 100-130.
Publisher: Dow Distribution Inc., #757-1 Shinhan DM Building,
25 Mapodaero, Mapo-gu, Seoul, 04167, Korea.
Tel: 02-1688-2952

Philippines:
Brown Madonna Press, Inc
Km. 15 Sun Valley Drive,
South Super Highway,
Parañaque City Philippines.
Tel: 63-2-2266999

Singapore: Twinstar Synergy Sdn Bhd,
Lot 2A, Jalan 13/2,Seksyen 13, 46200,
Petaling Jaya, Selangor. Malaysia.
Tel: 603-7495-1188
Thailand: Published with The Nation,
a member of Asia News Network.
Tel: 66-2-3383333

