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Xi’s Thought
enshrined in
Constitution
Party members urged to use this new component
as guide to achieve unity in thinking and action
By XINHUA

T

he Xi Jinping Thought on
Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New
Era was written into the
Constitution of the Communist Party
of China as a new component of the
Party’s guide for action, according to
a resolution of the 19th CPC National
Congress.
The amendment to the Constitution — the CPC’s fundamental
document for its more than 89 million members — was unanimously
agreed upon by Party delegates.
In response to contemporary
developments and by integrating
theory with practice, Chinese Communists, with Xi — who is also
China’s president — as their chief
representative, have given shape to
Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism
with Chinese Characteristics for a
New Era since the 18th CPC National
Congress, the resolution said.
It has “systematically addressed
the major question of our times
— what kind of socialism with Chinese characteristics the new era
requires us to uphold and develop
and how we should uphold and
develop it”, according to the document.
It “must be upheld long term and

constantly developed”, said the resolution.
“The Thought is a continuation
and development of MarxismLeninism, Mao Zedong Thought,
Deng Xiaoping Theory, the Theory of
Three Represents, and the Scientiﬁc
Outlook on Development,” it said.
“It is the latest achievement in
adapting Marxism to the Chinese
context, a crystallization of the practical experience and collective wisdom of the Party and the people.”
The resolution hailed the new
era thought as “an important component of the theoretical system
of socialism with Chinese characteristics, and a guide to action for
the entire Party and all the Chinese
people to strive for the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation”.
Under the guidance of Xi’s new
era thought, “the CPC has led the
Chinese people of all ethnic groups
in a concerted effort to carry out
a great struggle, develop a great
project, advance a great cause, and
realize a great dream, ushering in a
new era of socialism with Chinese
characteristics”, it said.
In the resolution, the CPC urged
all Party members to use the new era
thought to achieve unity in thinking
and action and be more purposeful and determined in studying and
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applying it throughout the drive
toward China’s socialist modernization and Party building.
According to the resolution, a
wide range of new ideas, thinking
and strategies put forward by the
CPC Central Committee with Xi at
the core have also been added to the
Constitution, such as giving play to
the decisive role of market forces
in resource allocation, advancing
supply-side structural reform and
enhancing the country’s cultural soft
power.
Xi’s military thinking and the
Party’s “absolute” leadership over
the armed forces have also been
included in the Constitution.
According to the resolution, the
CPC will uphold its absolute leadership over the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) and other people’s armed
forces and implement Xi’s thinking
on strengthening the military.
The development of the PLA will
be strengthened by enhancing its
political loyalty, strengthening it

through reform and technology, and
running it in accordance with the
law, the resolution read.
The CPC will build people’s forces
that obey the Party’s command, can
ﬁght and win, and maintain excellent conduct to ensure that the PLA
accomplishes its missions and tasks
in the new era, it said.
The inclusion of these statements
in the Constitution will “help ensure
the Party’s absolute leadership over
the people’s armed forces, (and)
modernize national defense and the
military”, it said.
In addition, the amendment to
the CPC Constitution also clariﬁed
that the chairperson of the Central
Military Commission assumes overall responsibility over the work of
the commission and that the CMC
is responsible for Party work and
political work in the armed forces.
This complies with the realistic
requirement to ensure the CMC fulﬁlls its responsibility for Party selfsupervision and self-governance

after the military reform, the resolution said.
Congress delegates also agreed to
write the culture of socialism with
Chinese characteristics into the CPC
Constitution, along with the path,
theory and system of socialism with
Chinese characteristics.
In addition, the amendment
included an assessment of the
change in the “principal contradiction” facing Chinese society, which
serves as an important basis on
which the CPC and China formulate major policies and long-term
strategies.
The CPC said the contradiction
facing Chinese society is “between
unbalanced and inadequate development and the people’s ever-growing
need for a better life”.
Previously the maxim, which had
stood for 36 years, was described
as one between “the ever-growing
material and cultural needs of the
people and backward social production”.

Delegates take the lead in frugality
Simple, disciplined, economical style at National Congress may set the tone for future meetings
By LUO WANGSHU
luowangshu@chinadaily.com.cn

Results of a frugality campaign
launched by the central leadership
about ﬁve years ago could be seen
at the 19th National Congress of the
Communist Party of China, and delegates said the changes may be an
example for future meetings.
Inside Beijing’s Great Hall of the
People, where the congress opened

on Oct 18 and closed on Oct 24, no
ornamental displays of flowers or
plants were installed. No celebration
banners were placed at hotels where
delegates were staying. No souvenirs
were given to delegates. Some stationery supplies like pencils and paper
were made from recycled materials.
“I can feel the simple and frugal
style at the congress, which makes me
feel more comfortable and relaxed,
and delegates can concentrate on the

meeting itself,” said Li Dawei, a delegate from Sinopec’s Baling branch
in Yueyang, Central China’s Hunan
province. “No ﬂowers or other unnecessary decorations are placed at the
meeting venues,” he said, adding that
even bottled water was not provided,
to help protect the environment.
“We take a shuttle bus to commute
between the hotel and the Great Hall
of the People. No other special cars
have been arranged,” Li said.

Ten percent fewer vehicles than
expected were ordered, according
to Shouqi Group, a State-owned
automobile enterprise in charge of
ground transport for the meeting.
In accord with the eight-point
frugality code issued by the central
leadership in late 2012, the group running conference services for the 19th
CPC National Congress was following
the principles of “simple, economical,
safe and efficient” practices, accord-

ing to the People’s Daily, the Party’s
official newspaper. Jia Fengshan, a
delegate from North China’s Tianjin,
said banquets and gatherings of small
groups had almost disappeared.
“Delegates are taking the lead in
self-discipline,” he was quoted as saying by the People’s Daily. “The National Congress is the top-level meeting of
the Party. The frugal style sets a good
example for Party and government
meetings across the country.”

